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REASONS 


| Why in this JunQure no Alteration ſhould be made 'in the 
GOVER N ME HE 


Ot te CHURCH of 


SCOTLAND 


Reaſon I. BEeaue Epiſcopal Government has not only the Advantage 
of Apoſtolick Conſtitution and Natural Reception by all 
Chriſtian Churches from CHRIST to Calvin, but alſo is found by Experi- 
ence to be the beſt Adapted for preſervation of Order, Peace and Unity. | 
Rea. 2. Becauſe the moſt of the Gentry and Burgeſſes have taken the Teft , 
and therefore can never; without perjury vate for the IntroduCtion of Pret 
bytry, or chuſe ſuch a Commiſſioner 4s may be ſuſpected to favour that way. 
Rea: 3. If Prelbytry be voted , then returns wpon you the olemn 
League and Covenant, as z evident not only from the preſent proceedings 
of the Presbyterian Preachers, but alſo from 1h: Natural Exigence of the 
thing , it not being poſſible to conceive a Foundation for parity with. 
ont it, and if the Covenant return then, beſie the many impicties of thax 
Oath, it muſt make the moſt conſiderable of the Nation either perjured or mi. 
ſerable; And no Man can have any publick place either in Church or State, but 
ſuch as ſhall do pennance for taking the Teſt ; and not only ſo, but a great part 
of the Laity of tbe Nation, muſt be reduced to great ſtraits , both in reference 
to Conſcience and Interet , and the preſent Regular Clergy be turned out, 


which will reduce the Church to ſiech Amazing Hardſhips, that the Goſpel 


ſhall not be preached in three parts of the Kingdom, there not being an hundred 
qualified Presbyterians #n the Kingdom. 
Rea: 4. Becauſe if presbytry ſhall not be thus eſtabliſhed inits integrity but 


all that Alterationturnto a Non-Epiſcopacy,and the preſent Presbyters con. 


tinue in their Offices, then our deplorable Schiſms and Diviſiuns, will exti- 
nue without a remedy , or elſe the Magiſtrate will take the Government of 
the Church npoa him, and we muſt bav? downright Eraſtianilm. 

Rea: 5: Becarſe the eſtablithment of Preghytry will have a moſt pcrni- 
cions influenze hon the Proteſtant Religion in this Iſland if ever Pope. 
ry ſet up its head. For the Churches of Ergland and Scoiland muſt (Ea-4 
07 different bittoms, gd fo wil] b: obliged to ju;tifte themſ: tres by aifferent Ar. 

2 gument 


guments, which will prove very As  & Scotland, ſeing Presbytry will di: 
vid it from Engla = which opens a door to the re-entry of Popery, which 
cannot but aleniate the Aﬀeions of the Church of England from us, ' which 
conſidering our own weakneſs will expoſe us a prey t» the commn Enemy. 

Rea. G. To be for Prerbytry in this Funfure will exceedingly diſoblige the 
Princeſs of Orange, whoſe principles are kyown ta all Europe in this matter, 
#nd the Prince alſo who has no inclination for the Alteration of the Govern- 
ment of the Church, as be bath now «bundantly declaerd. 

Rea. 7: Let all thinking Men but refle& upon the Natural Temper of Preſ- 
bury, andview it in its Tyrannieal, pragmatick, Medling and Domineering 
effets which many good Men yet living of all Qualities have ſeverely felt. Let 
them likewiſe conſider tbe Hypocrifie, immorality and Antichriftian genius of 
that party, and then let them vote for it if they thinkfit. _—O- 

Rea: 8: If the Church of England continue as it is ( es undoubtedly is 
will) end Scotland be reduced to Presbytry , then conſidering the bound. 
leſs and refileſs ſpirit of Presbytry, Scotland will impoſe,ſicut ante,on uni. 
formity in Dodtrine and Diſcipline upon that Nation, which will commence 
a xew Civil War, the thoughts of which cannot but breed harroxr in all res; 
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SIR, - 

Tf the wounds of a Friend be better than the kitfſes of an Enemy, they 
ſhould be far more acceptable then the wounds of an Enemy ; And 
therefore [ expect ye will not be diſplteaſed with my Freedom in this line 
deſigned for preventing your more ſevere and ſhameful Treatment, by 
our Adverſarierto whom ye have given great advantage,by ſome Reaſons 
ye haye writen['why in this Juniture there ſhould be no Alteration of the Govern: 
ment of the Church of Scotland} of baffling our cauſe ſo unſeatonably and 
weekly defended by you. For albeit there are many ſaber Presbyterianswhole 
yo cempathon of our preſent ſtaggering condition, would nor al- 
ow them to give you ſuch an humbling Repartee,as ye give too large 
ground for , -yet as we deſerye it not at their hand, who have been {o 
cruel to them in their low condition, ſo we cannot expett it from eve- 
ry one of them, eſpecially, when they are at once encouraged , by the 
many Diſadvantages of our preſent circumſtances,and irritated by your 
extreme bitternels againſt them, and therefore I adviſe you would recal 
all the copies of ic, which I am hopeful have nor yer ſpread far , for in. 
genuouſly they are ſo weak, that few of our perſwaſton will be ar the 
ainsto tranſcribethem , andI think they will be more careful of our 
eputation then to ſuffer them to come to the hands of any Presbyterian, 
as through time they may, if you prevent it not, Bur leſt your vanity 
raake you confidently contemn my counſel; I ſhall rake a hitle pains ro 
abate your confidence, by ſhewing you how caſily - and adyantagiouſly 

our Adyerſarics with whom I have frequent conyerſe can anſwer you. 
But | muſt firſt expreſs my Diſlatisfaftion with the title ye give your 
paper ſo lyable to the moft perplexing Exceptions can be made againſt 
us. 1doubt not bur ye haye heard ( F have heard it fo often ) how la- 
mentably Arch-Biſhop P: was baffled of late by Mr. Roger at Glaſgow, 
upon the like occaſion given him;Weare too conſcious to our ſelves, thar 
the ſole ſupport of our intereſt is but Civil Laws ( though the Biſhops were 
at the making them ) and that all Ecclefiaitick Authority is on 
their fide; And-therefore ye would be incxtricably puzled, if they put 
the Queſtion to you, Which of the two is che Government of the Church 
of Scotland, that wiaich is only introduced by Civil Laws, without any 
Eeclefiaftich, Authority, contrary tothe ſtanding Laws of the Church,vever 
- yet repealed by any Church Fudicature, or that which 1s eſtabliſhed by 
many National Aſſemblies of the Church , though contrar to poſtert- 
our Acts of Parliament, made withour any conſequent , far leſs Ante- 


cedent Determination of any Church Judicatory. 
They 


#4. 

They may likewiſe give you an unanſwerable challenge of -monor- 
polizing the ſpecious name of the [” Church of Sentland] rous © excluding 
them) becaule we have receded from old ſtanding Ecclefiaftick Laws with- 
out anv other warrand then new Civil Laws contrary to them ; and upon 
that account charge us with Schiſm & unwarrantable ſ:paration from them, 
having no Evaſion lefcus,but that we are the more numerous part of the 
Clergy, which ſcarce makes our Separation tolerable,far leſs juſtifiable.” 

Bur that which 1s as unbecoming us, as unacceptable ro:them, is your 
pleading [7 no Alteration] which will ſtumble your Readers with preju- 
dice in the very entry; For how ever difficult it be to prove the neceſfit 
of ſuch an intire Alteration as Presbyterians delire,yet they can eaſily rn 
upon many things, which we cannot ingenuouſly deny ſhould be alcer- 
ed; And the book entituled the Reformed Biſhop , writen by one of our 
Clergy , opensa wide doorto them; Yea, weareall of us too ſenſible, 
that our intereſt has been ſcrued up io ſo dangerous heights, by the 
Laws, that there is noſtable Baſis left to eſtabliſh it in the Conſciences of 
thoſe who own it; And we have Reaſon to fear leſt thole odious ſuper- 
ſtructures of the Magiſtrates unbounded Supremacy over the Church , ſach 
rigorous impolitions on the Conſciences of Subjects, and ſo cruel perſecu- 
tion of a! Diſlenters ( which by an exceſs of Zeal we havye eretted, ro be 
the ſecurities of our cauſe ) may ſo nuch diſcommend the whoie Fa- 
. brick ot our Government, as to endanger the total ruine thereof. And 
| Fhave alwayes thought it a great flaw in the Epiſcopal Government in Scot. 
' lend, that as it hath been built upon no other Foundation, and advanced 

by no other Methods then Civil Laws rigoroufly executed, fo theſe are 
framed in ſuch an Arbitrary and perſecuring ſtile, that the leaſt turn of 
Affairs will render them as odious as before they were grieyous to all 
moderate and judicious Men of both parties, | 

And tmally, it ſurpaſſeth my imagination, what hath incouraged you 
to add [" in this Fundture ? ] Its evident that the whole preſcnt JunCture of 
Affairs hath a bad Aſpect on us, and we can expett little- Favour from 
ſuch as duely confider the fame, What hath infatuated you ro ſuch an 
unaccountable.confidence> Alace ! your Reaſons carrnever cancel theſe 
unhappy Addreflesro the King, fo freſh in the remembranceof all Men. 
That of the Prima ſent to King in name of the Clergy, tothank him 
for the Liberty grantcd to the Paxiſts, fo full of baſe-ſycophantry, and ab- 
j@ flattery, that even the Popiſh King was aſhamed of it , which I fear be 
printcd at I aabzrgh before the Conyenticn,, though ye tempt them not 
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to the remembrance of it,and that other moſt unſeaſonable Teſtimony 
of our Loyalty, expreſsing our Deteſtation of the P, of Orange his com- 
ing to Ezgland, as an unjuſt and unnatural Invaſion; ſigned by the Bps 
co their eternal ſhame. Neither will ever this Paper of yours counter- 
poiſe the P. of Orange , His Declaration in reference to Scotland , where- 
in we ate repreſented as the grievance of the Nation, and the neceſſity 
of an Alteration ,* in{inuared as clearly as could be done without direct- 
ly reflefing on our Laws , which though he doth not approve, yethe 
Judgeth unlicaſonable as yet ro condemn. Nor Finally can all ye fay 
tor our vindication , outcty the loud yoice of the Rigorous Perſecution, 
and violent Oppreſſion, and innumerable Grievances , which may be- 
roo juſtly charged on our party, and the Presbyterians aretoo apt to re-" 
preſent and aggredge ſo, as to extort pity and compaſſion, even from 
the hardeſt hearted of oyr Grandies without ſuch an irritating remem- 
brance as you ate. 

But to come to your Reaſons, Presbyterians will think them weak e- 

nough, though ye had not wronged them by ſuch a vain Title. I wiſh 
ye had forbora the firſt which is too Theologick,, and ſo nor only diſcoy- 
ers the Author to be of the Clergy , whoare little regarded when plead- 
ing for their own Intereſt, but doth alſo give our Adverſzries too large a 
Field wherein they are beſt acquainted and moſt expert. Ye might have 
Jatisfied your ſelf only with Politick Arguments, which are the moſt pra- 
per and ſuirable to our cauſe , and would ſeem to be the Sentiments of 
{ome Judicious Perſon of another Quality agenting ir, and fo be a great 
deal more acceptableand conſidered with the leſs prejudice. Bur I fee 
no kind of reaſon in your Paper which Presbyterians cannot anſwer with- 
out any difficulty and with great advantage. 
* Your firſt Reaſon hath three things in it, which though it be ſuffict- 
ent ſimply to deny becauſe meerly afſerred , yet our Adverfaries will 
not paſs them ſo bluntly , they give too fair an occaſion ro them , of 
giving the ſharpeſt and forc{t wount's ro our cauſe that it can meet with, 
and of prepoſicthing mers Conſciences with ſuch evident Convifions in 
their favour, as will render all your other Reaſons incfieQual for per- 
{wading them to favour us. 

The 1. thing in it 1s ( That Epiſcopacy hath the advantage of Apoſtolich Con- 
ſituation, ) a very fair Plea and plauſible Prerence , which ye would ex- 
ceedingly oblige , the greater and berter part of your Beethren , by 
making good ; Bur how can we cxpett this ct you , when the Leatn:d 
 Hamond, who excells all that cycr rook that Plea in hand for him not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding all his wreſted"Criticiſms of Scripture, and ſtretched Alle- 
gations ſrom Antiquity , hath not tully ſatisfied us in this point z ſo that 
all the Sober and Learned among us, except a very few Judge Church 
Government a point of Indifferency, not percmptorly- deiermined - by 
Chriſt or His Apoſtles, and that Epiſcopacy is preterable only for its Con- 


'veniency ; And whether the Report be true that Dr. Burnet hath ac- 


knowledgcd its Inconveniency for Scxtland, I know nat; Bur I have heard 
ſome of the, moſt Judicious of our Clergy ingenuoully contels, that though 
to a People unbiaſled with prejudices as in England that were tochole their 
Church Government, Epiſcopacy is preferable to Presbytery, yet to the People 


' of Scotland ( who are poſſeſſed with ſuch invincible preju.lices in favours 


of Presbytry as the Church Government, which commenced with their Re- 
formation trom Popery, and has been eſtabliſhed by ſo _ full and free 
Church Judicatories; and Ratified by the Civil SanEtion of three Succeſhve 
Parliaments, wherein three Kings Succeſſhively were Perſonally preſent, 
and with no leſs Inſuperable prejudices againſt Epiſcopacy as a Relict of - 
Popery which amongſt other corruptionsthey were Reformed trom, and 
as an Innovation IntroJuced, Advanced and. Eſtabliſhed by Arbitrary 
and Violent Mcthods, not only without but againſt the Conſent of the 
Miniftry; and finally as an incouragement of Ignorance, Profanity and 
Errortothe paving the way for Popery ) to luch a prejudiced and byaſ- 
ſed Pcople Epiſcopacy is both inconvenient and intolcrable. And Presby- 
terians do {o well know, that the ſentiments of many of your Brethren, 
difter from yours in this point, chat they will nor only redicule you as 
Jgncrant of the Scriptures, wherein the Names of Biſhop and Presbyter 
are uſed indiftetently as ſignitying the ſame rhing , me Fg given in di- 
rcCion to the ordinaty Cfhicers of the Church, is peculiarly applicable 
to Dioceſon-Biſkops, yea, and theSuperiority of one Paltour aboye ano- 
ther, is expreſly prohibited both by Chriſt in the Goſpel and Perer in 
Is Epiſtle, bur they will alſo inſult over you as impudent, in pretendin 
that for your vindication,which not only the Generalny of the Learne 
amons the Clergy , bur al} the greateſt of our Champions allo as Ban- 
croft, Bi'ſon, Low, Sutclive, WWhitzift, Hooker, &c. do deny to be clear or 
concludent in our Favours; undervaluing this Topick moſt laboriouſly 
as being conſcious, it if againſt them aſſerting, that Apoſtolick Inſti- 
tutions of Church Government, do not take away the Indiflerency and 
Murability cf ir. accordingto the conveniency of every particular Church. 
And as for theſe few Learned men, - who mainrain the Divine Right of _ 
Exiſcepacy they do ingemmoully confeſs, that there is no Epiſcopacy in any 
| | urch, 
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Church, now which doth not in 2.2 things Deviate from the Pri- 
mitive Epiſcopacy which they own , and they will 1cadily acknowledge, 
that Epiſcopacy as #s con{titute 10 Yeerland, either as to its Elevation to 
ſuch an h:yhr of Superic-ricy and Power over Presbyters, or its complica-» 
tion with i: ch ervls Eruftianiſm, or its Conjunttion with civil Digniries, 
ani Chai aCters 1s nut only qu.te Diftcrent from ir, bur ditely oppoliie 
tO it, So that it is the hight of Impudence to have pleaded no alteraticn 
from the T opick ot apoſtolick Initicution,which doth ſo evidently prove 
the neceſſity of an Alicraiion even in the tenſe that buth Partics have of 
It; aid itis ſcarce ſo excuſeable as the confidence of ſome of our Writers, 
who doubc nor to ſay roundly, that albeic Epiſcopacy was not the Go- 
vernment of che Church in its Infancy, yer it is better ſuted ro it in its 
p_ Maturity, which th. ugh it be not a ſufficient ground of preferring 

umane Inventions kctore Divine Inſtitatione , vet is leſs intolerable be- 
cauſe it hath ſome ſhaddows and cullour of Reaſon for ir ; And after 
the great light, that theſe Famous Presbyterians, Blondell and Salmaſiy, 
Parker and Didoclavius have given, to the advaiitage of Presbytry, in this 
controverlie, is the only ſhitt left us to eyade the Force of their Argu- 
ments, both from $ ripture and Antiquity againſt us. 

The next thing ye aflert is, that [ Epiſcopacy hath the Advantage of a 
Natural Reception by ail Chriſtian Churches from CHRIST to Calvin] 
Sir, Your Phraſe br | a Natural Reception is ſo Dark and Ambigous 
that they will put what ſenſe on't they wil), and perhaps deride you and 
it both, by confefling that Epiſcopacy had a great advantage of Recep. 
tion from the natural (Corrupt and Carnal _) Reaſonings and Incli- 
nations of Men who are naturally Ignorant, that the Excellency of all 
the means of the Churches Edification is their Inſtirution by a Superna- 
tutal Divine Wiſdom and Authority, becaule they are not only adapted to 
Supernatural ends, butdepend intirely for their Efficacy upon a Supernatu- 
ral Divine Power and Bleſing; and who are naturally no leſs Arrogant to 
add the Invention of their own vain Wiſdom, as no leſs uſeful and ne- 
ceſlary, and to expect Gods Bleſſing thereupon which he hath promiſed 
only to his own Inſtitutions. But albeitthey pur a mor: Fabourable 
ſenſe on your Words as importing an Early and cafic Reception,yet they 
will not only retort, that {eyeral acknowlcgded cortuptions bad as eafie 
reception as it, and far more early then ſuch an Epiſcopacy as this of ours, 
which ( taking it complexly ) we our {elves cannot deny would have 
been odious and. intolerable in the Primitive Charch, but they can like- 
wiſe quite enervate your. Argument, by propoſing to your confiderati- 
on the Gradual and Inſenfible 4 2 ol the Myſtery of Iniquity, —_ 
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the Apoſtles obſerved to haye begun its motion, and to be miſteriouſly 
working even in their time, and therefore could not be much regarded 
yea [carce oblerved in the primitive Church,fo full of unexperienccd fimpli- 
City and extended Charity, wherein there were many Paſtours ſo Emi- 
nent for their Wiſgom 8 Gravicy, Holineſs and Humility, as ſecmed 
rocha -and ca{tly obtained more then ordinary Deterence and Re- 
{pe& trom their Brethren, and rhat from one Degree to another,untill 
at laftthrough time the Church degenerated into a Prelatick, Government, 
which could nor be unacceptable or art leaſt intolerable to che Genera- 
lity , being 1o well ſuired to the Superſtitious (the Predominant ) Ge- 
nius of thele Times, though ir paſt not altogether wichourt a witneſs from 
{ome of the moſt Learned and Seeing Men then living, who were not 
{o much incerted with the common diſtemper of the Age they lived-in 
but chat they could both look back to the Primitive purity and parity from 
which Epiſcopacy had declined, and forward to the Papai corruption and 
Tyranny, to which it inſ-nſibly and gradually tended as it ſhyuld/at 
Iarge by Blndeland Salmaſius.to rhe full conviction of all who read their 
Labourious Writings. Yea, they will not only Enervarte your Argu- 
ment. bur turn the edge of it upon your (elf, by inftancing the 41b;i- 
genſer who preſerved the Presbyterian Government from the Apoltles time 
to Luther, and whoſe Teſtimony againſt Dioceſan Epiſcopacy 1S as ſtrong, 
as it isby our own Confeſſion againſt other Romiſh corruptions. Nay ! 
they will come nearer home and cite credible Hiſtory,narrating Scotland 
not to have received Epiſcepal Government for ſome hundreds of years af- 
rer it received the Chriſtian Religion, as not only Bucchannan our famous 
Hiſtorian ſheweth, but our own great DuCtor Forbes confeſſeth in his Ire- 
nicon. And finally they will foil this Argument quite, by ſhewing Epiſ- 
- eopacy to have met with a mcre early and caſte Ejeion out of the 
Church when ic was Retormed from corruptions, as a Native ſtep of its 
Reformation, then ever ir had reception by the Church, even when 
declining from its ancient Purity. And though England hath continued 
Epiſcopal, yer. they will ask whar reaſon 1s there for Juſtifving rhe 
the Epiſcopal Government, more then Her Ceremonious Worthip, 
and why may nor chat C hurch be condemned for retaining the one as 
well asthe other 2 and they have too evidentgrounds for imputing their 
Contumartion to the ſtiflneſsof Q. Etizab:th as rhe Chiet, if not the Sole 
hindrance of the Eje&ion of both out of England, as well asthe other 
Reformed Churches; which was earneſtly deſired by the moſt Learned 
and Pious Divines in the Church, though when they found their en- 
deayours fruiclets, they chooſed rather to comply therewith m_ 4 
| | itur 
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fturh the Peace of the Church any LE 
The laſt rning io this Realon is that [ Epiſcopacy is by Experience 
found ro be the belt adap:cd tor preicrvation of Order, Peace and Unity. ] 
Preshyterians will hils the Argument out cf doors, bocauſe its the very 
ſame which Pap4ts utc againſt Proceftants for juſtitying the Papal power. 
And i is morc caſte for ti:em to retort our anſwer to Papiſt> on our 
ſclves, then tir us to Evade the Force of thim without either derogat- 
ing from the Epiicopal power , which we manrain againſt Prezbyceri- 
ans or H:mologating the Papal power which Papifts maintain again 
Iroteftants., We prant the Papal power to be very much Adapted tor 
Wordly Pomp, Power and Policy , but upon that very (core deny it to 
be a Government becoming the Church, becau.e Chriſt expreſly diichar- 
geth his Apoſtles, and intbem all their Szcceſſors to exerciſe Dominion as the 
Lords of the Gentiles do over them. This Anſwer to Papiſts is an Argument fp 
plate agaluſt our ſelves, hat ingenuoulſlyil am not fully ſatisfied with our 
ſubrile kvaſtons of ir. And though that of Dr. Burners 1n his 
Larter Dialogues be the beſt I haye yer (cen, that nothing is pro- 
hibited in thele wotds , but the £xerciſe of Civil Power by any 
Church Gfficer, over the Church, and ſo nothing ofthe Papal power 1s 
condemned by it, bur the Uſurpation of a Temporal Dominion over Princes, 
Yer leeing this leaves his Eccleftaftich, Supremacy , ( under which the {ubtile 
Feſeits Compi ize all the Power he Exerciſes ) untouched and uncon- 
demned , by the cleareſt Scripture Argument we have againſt it, which 
all Reform d Divines make uſe of : even the Epiſcopal themſelves in 
their writings againſt the Papa! Tyranny in Eeclefiaſticks as well as Civls, I 
nothing doubt bur the preſent Zcal of that great Man againſt Popery, 
would diſclaim this evaſion frankly as the cftett of his former cag; rneſs. 
againſt Presbytery , hurrying him to a Criticiſm ſo favourable tro Pope- 
ry. And when [bave conſidered the exrent of the Paralel place, 1. Pet. 
5- 3- and the particular Application in Reference to Sirituals , which the 
Apoſtle Pal makes, 2. Cor. I. laſt, TI cannot look upon thar otherwiſe 
then an overſight inche Do&or, notwichſtanding of my fingu'ar Eſteem 
.of Him and his Writings. Bur the truth is ( 1t we conlt:icr (erioufly ) 
the aptitude of Epiſcopacy , for preſerving the Dignity and promoting the 
Intereſt of the Clergy ; its ſtmilirude to the Civil Government, and 
Conformity to the Carnal conceits men have of the Church ot God, are 
(even as it fares with Popery , ) both its greateſt advantage and dil- 
advantage, its greateſt advaiave recommending 1t to Carral men, 
who meaſure all things by their Carnal |maginatiuvs and Inclinarions, 
and its greateſt diladyaniage —— ic to Coalcientious men 
2 v ho 
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who meaſure all the concerns of the Church 5 by the wnerring Rule of the 
Word of GOD and judge ot them by their influence on, and utcfulnels for 

the Edification of cheir Souls. And alace ! the odious ctte&s of Epiſcops- 
cy in Scotland, eſp=cially ſuice it was laſt introduced, are {o recent and ob- 
vious, that if any witty Prerbyterian ſhall be at che pains , to rake up this 
Dungbil, I am afraid ſuch an incolerable ſtink ſhall ve railed , as no 
Aptitude hich our Government hath to what is good , or can pretend 
to have, will be either R-garded or Bclieved by any who are Judicious, 
far leis Sober and Conſcicntious For Senſe and Expecience are more 
cor:Vincing than all the Reaſons in the World. 

But ro be more particular, ye lav, [| its found by Experince #0 be the beſt 4. 
dapted for preſervation of Order ] Presbytertans will anſwer, That what ceyer 
be its apparent Aptitude for this, yer it is in cfte&t, it ſelf an alteration of 
the primzrrve Order obſcrved inthe Church, which did gradually reſolve 
at laſt into a total innovation of the Churches Order,by a papal ſupremacy,which 
it hath exchanged for a Ceſario-papatur in Scotland, leſt the Church ſhould 
not be ſtill monſtruous with two heads, oneunder another ; And ir 1s 
indeed a hard Queſtion ; Why Order in the Church , ( which we fay, 
cannot be without prixs & poſterins, inferizs & ſuperius ) doth not cqually 
require a Pope, or King under CHRIST over Bithops, a« a Biſhop under 
CHRIST over Presbytry ; Or why a parity amongſt Biſhops ſhould nor 
be thought as inconſiſtent with Order as a parity among all Paſtors. But 
neither doth the Presbyterian Government want its Order of ſuperius & infe- 
rivs, for amongſt them ſingle perſons are ſubje& to Church 7udicatories, 
and alefler Church Judicatory ſtill roa greater, &e. 1n which Order ſee- 
ing there is not only that ah inferiore ad ſuperius, but a minore ad majus, it is 
moſt agreeable tothe Church, as it isthe Budy of CHRIST, immediate- 
ly depending upon CHRIST its Head. And I confeſs ingenuouſly, when 
they have argued that teeding of Souls by diſpenſing tie Word and Sa- 
craments is the ſublimeſt piece of a Church Mans imploymenr ; that all 
power of Church Officers is only Miniſterial under CHRIST the Head 
and Lord of his Church; that thongh he be the political as well as Myſtis 
cal Head of the Church , who as its King and Lawgiver, might be expetted 
would not leave it without Directions how it ſhould be governed , yer 
there is no inſtitution of a Dioceſ#n E>:ſcopacy, thar was ever pretented ro 
be ſoclear as the DireQions given concerning rhe Office of a Deacon,the 
loweſt Office in the Church ; But the checks given by bim to the firſt 
appearances of an inclination to prc-eminency among his Apoſtles, are clear- 
ly recorded 1n Scripture ; and finally, that the lodging of all Ecclefiaſtich 
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power of Ordination or Juriſdittion , inthe ſingle perſon ” of a Biſhop 
doth not (ute with the immediate Dependance of the Church, the Body 
. of CHRIST upon CHRIST the Head of it; When they have Argued 
thus, I ſay, and urged each of theſe Arguments at length , I have been 
extreamly puzled to vindicat the Epyſcopal Order , and the ſupcrioricy of 
one Paſtor above another ; All I could ſay, was, That Bilhops are as ne- 
ccllary to overſee Paſtors, as Paſtors to overſee People , and they eaſily 
ſtopped my mouth , not only by retorting the equal neceſliry of a pope, 
to ovcrſce Biſhops; But by ſhewing alſo thac all Paſtors were {ubjzE& ro 
the cenſure of Church Fadicatories, which could not eaſily be guilty of con- 
nivance and partiality, towards the ignorant and ſcandalous as Biſhops ; 
and which by their ſolemnity & impartiality, have as great and vyene- 
rable an £uthoriry as a Bithop by vircue of his large Bencfice, Lordly 
Titles, and pompous Train can have : Yea, I have been almoſt perſwa- 
ded to be a presbyterian, when they have reaſoned, that ſeing we confeſs, 
the higheſt Feclefiaſt:ck power on Earth to be in an Ozcumenick Council , and 
yer allow nor of any furcher power in him that preceeds, than like that 
of a presbyterian Moderator in a Presbytry-ſynod, or National Aſſembly, 
and notlike that of a Biſhop ina Dicceſan $;nod, for fear of a pope ; Why 
do we nota'ſ{1 acknowledge Miniſters to be ſubject to inferiour Julica- 
tories of the like trame, and an interiour and leſler Judicatory, to a {upe- 
riour and greater ſtill torward, till we arrive at an Oecumenick Council, as 
the higheſt Judicatorie of all immediately and folly ſubje& ro CHRIST 
as the Budy to the Head , without any Dioceſan Biſhop over theſe infe- 
riour more than a pope oyer his ſupreme Zurdicatorie , as being the moſt e- 
qual ani Homogenious , and theretore allo the moſt ſucable and excel- 
lent Order of the Church,making the Government of particular Church- 
es, and of the Vniverſal Viſible Tharch, to agree together with an excellent 
Harmony, and moſt orderly Decency. Iam Naturally of ſuch an inye- 
nuous Temp?r, that I had not the confidence io reply, thatthe Mem- 
bers of the Oecamenick Cnuncils were Dioceſan Biſhops , becauſe I not only 
knew that presh:ters have been admirced Members, and yored as w2!l as 
Biſhops, and that presbyterian as well as Epiſcopal Churches mult be allow- 
ed their Delegates 1n caſe of an Oecumenich Council, without any other power 
than that of the Repreſentatives of the Church that ſends them , Repre: 
ſcnting their Brethren, and nothaving power over them lodged in their 
ſingle perſon + But] perceive theſtrength of the Argument did not at all 
conliſt in the Quaiity of the Members of a Gereral Council , whether Bi- 
ſhops or Presbyters , but its Frame and tne Mechol of its non » and 

:XCrting 


(14) 
Exerting its Authority: And finally, I have been greatly aſhamed, and. 
quite contounded, when they asked, Whether an Eraſtian bead , an E- 
piſcopal Body, and a Presbyterian 1atl, would orderly agree together , ro 
makean intire Church Government ; and laughing at tne monſtruous Fa- 
brick of our Government, by {uch a mx ure, told me that we Ar ri- 
bute an Ec: 1cfiaſtical Sup: emacy toche King, tounice him ro our in- 
tercſt, that we may abule and proſ!icure h.s Power and Authority, in 
proſecuting and promoving it; And thac we make nſec of Paroch-al S-ſims 
from the -xainple ot Presb, ery huugh Lay Elaers becontrary co our prin- 
Ciples, for amaling the Conſciences of Ign.xranr People inco the mote 
willing {utj-<tion 10 us, asnurhing differing from Presbyterian Miniſters : 
Bur that Epiſcopal preeminencies and benefices are the chick Deſign of all, to 
{ati;fi- the Anibition &Avarice of the leading men amongſt us.8& to be 
a ſheitcr and incomay ement.,to the ignorance, idienels.and protanity of 
ther: {t of us. Thus ye ice how they have ticated me in this poinr, who 
thugh I come ſhort in point: of obſtinare Confidence, yec | underitand 
the Controverſie betwixt Presbyterians and us, better then many of my 
Brethren, and have had greater advantages foro dotnen the motit part 
of them; And 1 nothing doubt but ye will meet with the like ulage 
from your Adverſarics, to your publick ſhame , and affronting our 
caue , it ye prevent it nor. 

The next thirg is, that [Fpiſcopacy is the beſt Adapted for preſervation of 
peace] Presbyterians will acknowledge ; that it 1s a very calm, gentle, 
an: peaccable Government to ſcandalous Sinners, and in this has the 
Advantage of being more acceptable then the Presbyrerian to fuch , not 
knowing tvat favour to their Sins is cruelty ro their Souls; And yer [ 
have heard ſome of our own Pcriwaſion ſay , that the Presbyterian Go- 
vornment amidt all its ſeverity, was more favourable then the Epuſeo- 
pa!, becauſe, rhongh they were greedy of Folks repentance, yet they 
were not greedy of their Purſes. But ye may affure your (clt, ir will 
be accounted the height of impudence, ſo much as to have men'i ned 
peace asthe native effect of Epiſcopacy, and all the World will beap- 
p-aled unto , whether our Biſ-ops havenot been the chief troublers of 
Iſra:l, and whether the connivence (to ſay no more ) of the Epiſcopal 
Government at Popery 2nd profanity, ( which are the only peaccable 
Eficts it can pretend to in Scotlard, ) doth Counterballance its Rigour, 
and cruclty againſt Aon.conformity , ( even when accompanicd with Ex- 
emplary Sobrie:y , Piety and Loyalty, ) or whether ir doth nor cx- 
ceedingly aggredge the ſame, and render it the more odious to alli that 
-COmpare 1s fayour to thele with its ſeycrity to this. And ingenuouſly, 
what- 


hy. 


Vi 


EE 

whatever be in their imputing to Eprſcopacy, Tyranny over Mens Con: 
ſciences as its native effe&t, yet it isſo ſadly evident that it hah Ex- 
tremly degenerated thEreunto in this Church and Kingdom , that we 
cannot doubt , but it will meer with an eaſe belict trom moſt part of 
the Nation, in ſpite of all your confident Afſertionsto the contrary,the 
will grant that Preshytery hath been ſo unfortunate, as not only to be rend- 
req unacceptable to our Kings, being ar adiſtance in another Nation,by 
the cunning Miftnformariurs of Selt-!ccking Comrtiers , the Calumnious 
Inſtigations of Engliſh Bſhvps , ignorant uf the Genious of Scotland, and 
the Pragnatick Influence of Feſuits, whoſe greateſt Eye ſore it is. But 
alſo to be made a Mask to the Politick 1efign of Incendiaries and Vſur- 


. pers, (tho they retained it nolonger then their Deſigns behoved to be 


kept cloſe, > and by this means to be miſcontrued , as the chief caule of 
War and Blood ſhed by theſe, who underſtand nor the Intrigues of Af- 
fairs, but after they grant you all this, nothing, they will confidently 
accule Epiſcopacy , that it hath been both fo cruel and ſhameleſs, aseven 
of choiſe, to turn,the moſt Serene peace 8 ſolid Happineſsthat ever this 
Nation was blef{led with, at the Reſtaurationof K. Chartes the 24. intoa 
perpetual Tragedy of Per{ccution, Oppreſſion, and of Arbitrary Govern- 
ment , manifeſtly of deſign to Introduce and Eſtabliſh it ſelt without the 
ConjunCion of any other Malign influei.ce imaginable : Though per- 
haps a popiſh party ({troke into an After Game, finding Epiſcepals as fore- 
ward as they cculd wiſh, to ruine presbyterians ( though tothe weakning | 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt ) hoping that it they ſhould nor be ruined by us, 
et they ſhould be ſo weakned and Exaſperaced, as to be eaſily gulled 
by their pretended Moderation to a concurrence w:th them, for the raz- 
ing down the ſecurities of the Reformed Religion by the Penal Laws a+ 
oainſt Papiſts , ( which by a total deſuerude we had rendred contemp- 
tible, ) to ſhelter chemſelvesfrom our Rigorous and ſevere Laws againſt 
chem . that ſo ar Length popery might ſwallow nsup both. Ani no 
Thanks to us that the papifts were diſappointed of their Defign, by the 
pre:byterians greater zeal againſt popery , then Reſentment at cur greater 
Severity to them then ro Papiſts, which when I conſider, I have a iirorg 
Aporchenſion that the Lord is about to reward their Fairhfulne(s to theic 
Principles as Proteſtants, with a Legal cſtabliſhmenr of their Govern« 
ment, in its integrity under a Presbyterian King, according.to their 
wiſhes, So tha: you ſee what cyer elſe you aſcribe to Epilcopacy,your 
was folly to mainrain peace.. | 
In the laſt place you ſay © That Epiſcopal Government is found by 
Expcricnce to be ihe beſt Adapted, for preſeryation of Unity J And 
| | why 


| r 16) 
why not, ſay they, the Papal Government for Uniry amongſt Biſhops 
as well as the Epilcopal for Uniy am:-ngit Presvycers 2 Bur they will 
ſpeak more home, and accuſe us of 5chilm in re.@ding irom the unre= 
pealed Aftsand ( onltiturions ot the Church : And { - Father che Schiſm 
on Epilcopacy, incruded into the Chuich by meer C:vil Laws and vio« 
lently prei{-d upon all by the Sword of Pct{ecurion. Without any due 
pains or proper methods uſed tor preparing tae Nation, for its reception. 
And albcic chat the preſent diviſions :mongſt Presbyteiiars are much 
ralked of, yet judicions Perſons will impate them rather to the want of 
Picsbytcrian Government in tae full and tree exercile of its Authority, 
then to the weakacls of the Government in it ſelf : and ] am informed. 
that lately both Partics are en{cavouting an Union, and relo.v2ro ACt 
Unicly againſt us : and when the Moderation of the One, and the Zeal 
of the Cther party are Joined and Tempered rogether. They will make 
a more Formi.'able Figure both as to Counſel &ACtion,then it they had 
never bcen diviied! And thovgh likewiſe the former Diviſions be- 
twixt the Remon(trators and Pablick Reſolvers are not forg tten, and ſerye 
ro highten the prejudices of ſuch as are not acquaint with the myſterious 
Intrigucs of thelerimes. Yet they who knew how cunningly they were 
fomented under Boord, by the Kings Courticrson the one hand, and 
that wylic Fox Cromwe! on the other : will nor Impute them to the 
Presbyterian Government as Its native Efics, eſpecially ſeeing that the chief 
Motive that induced the Uſzrper to robrhem of the priviledges of free 
General Aſſemblies was the fcar of their Union, which he knew could cafi- 
ly be afte&ed by it laſt and ſureſt remedie , that amidſt their Inteſtin 
Diviſions, he might the more caſlily ſerle himſelt in his Uſurped power, 
without any opp-ſition from them , of whole Conſcientious Loyalty he 
had greateſt Jealouſirs and fear. But alace! what can we ſay for our 
vindication it they charge us, that while we boaſt of Unity,we have not 
kept the Unity of the Faith. For they know well enough that as ſome of 
our Clergy arte Socinian, C the vileſt of Hereticks, ) fo alſo that the Ge- 
nerality ef the Learned amongſt us are groſs Arminians, who were con- 
cemned as Hereticks by that Famons Synod of Dort : to which our Fa- 
mous K: James the 6th. Sent Repreſentatives from the Churches in Britain, 
And thus they repreſent our pretended Unity under Biſhops, ſo uncon- 
cerned with the Parity of DoFrine to be rather Odious and Deteſtable, 
then Harm-cnious and Cemmendable ; whereas the Commendation of 
this Church for its tUnitic under Pre:bpterian Government 1s {0 great in all 
the Retormed Churches : And was fo frequently upbraided to the Eng- 
lip Biſhops by K, James rhe Gth, from the diſpleaſure hz had at the Ccorg 
= i | HRT: py Hereſfies 
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Heteſics and Schiſms abounding in Englazd, that Presbyterians will, ſcarce 
think themſelves oblidged ro an. Apology tor any Diviſions that were 
or Schiſm that isamong them, Op wn, OR On 
Sir, Thaveſtayed the longer upon your firſt Reaſon, becauſe jr js the 
Bafir of all the Controverſie; And as it is unbecoming, the Wiſdom 
and Piety of the Enſuing Convention, to be Adﬀted mecrly by Polizick 
ConfiZerations in {o weighry a Concern : Wherein the Glory of God, and the 
Souls gnd_ Conſciences of all in the Nation are ſo deeply Intereſſed, So that it your 
Adverſarics by a fair and full aniwer not only enervatethis Reaton, bur 
turn the edge of it upon us, they may ſo prepotleſs the Conlciences of 
the Members in their Favours that all your other Reaſons will ayail little 

though they were ketter then they are. But that I may procced, 
Your Second Reaſon is, {That the moft pars of the Gentry and Byurgeſſes haye 
taken the Teſt, and therefore can never without Perjury , Vote. for S Introdu- 
Gion of Presbyters, or chooſe ſuch Commiſſioners as are ſuſpetied to Favour thot 
way ] Sir, the Presbyterians will not fail to tcll You that you loſs your 1}. 
Reaſon by this 24. For if the Teft be Obligatory to every point, then alſo to 
maintain the Kings Prerogative, whercof this is a chief one, by Law, 
that he may altcr or diſpoſe of the External Goyernment cf the Church 
according to his pleafure, which whoſoever is ſworn to, ke can no long- 
cr for ſhame, plead for Epiſcopacy upon ſuchgrounds as you propoſe in 
yourformerReaſon, unleſs he renounce that Oath in part as not Obli- 
gatory, and as to ſome parts ot it presbyterians themſelves , will approve 
It {o far as concerns the maintaining of the Proteſtant Religion , and . the 
Renounciation of popery. And 1 have heard thera Applaud the Faithtul- 
neſs of the laſt parliament, in keepingthis part of their Oath: For they 
know that the chict thing deſigned 1n the firſt overture of it , was only 
the Security of the proteftent Religion , though there were {uch Additions 
made to what was intended for that end, as might weaken, break, or en-- 
ſnare that patty in parliament that firſt motioned it, being lookt upon as : 
too Jealous of, and Zcalous againſt Peper , and as for theſe Additions 
no wonder they except againſt the Obligation of them, ſecing thar even. 
we our ſelves did expreſs ſo much of our Averlſion thereat at firſt; ſo 
long as we expected by our General clamours againſt it, to procure an. 
Exemprion from the Impoſition thereot; And asour fear of Logfing our 
Benefices rather then our Inclinations determined ns, and the faipx Co- 
lour of the Explication given by the Council , (though alacc! what fig- 
nifies the Explication of an, Oath , that. muſt needs be taken in. the Ge- - 
nuin Senſe-of the Words, ) encouraged us to {wear ir, ſo doubtleſs the 
reſt of the Nation {wore ic with Feat! ReluCtancy, rather from a regard 
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of their Places and Intereſts, then GOD and their Conſciences, ( which 
generally ar firſt accuſed rhem ot Perjury that took it, as being obyjouſ- 
ly contradiQory in it ſelf , and in many things contradiftory to their 
Light 5 until the Generality and ftequency of the Guilt abated , the 
{cnſe of ic, and therefore cannot be expected, will be very preciſe in ad- 
hcring to it, to whatever confidence many have atrived,for juſtifying it 
in their Diſcourſe (to which length as is every part cf it,tew have come;) 
yet the remorle of their Conſciences for ir , is not totally extinguiſhed, 
at leaſt is not turned to a ſenſe of irs Obligation in every point ; and to be 
plain with you, there muſt bean Alrecation leſs or more :. "This is both 
deſigned and deſired by all Ranks of Perſons: They all agree in this, 
tho they diſagree in the meaſure of it; And next tothe ſertling the Prince 
of Orange in the Throne , 'it is one of the chiet deſigns of the Convention, 
ſo that your Arguing from the Obligation of che Tejt is altogether vain, 
eſpecially (ceing it is tounhappily framed , that if itbind up from any, 
it equally binds up from all endeavours of any Alteration whatſoever 
any manner of way , ©f the eſtabliſhed Government. either in Church 
or State ; and when upon this account, its Obligations will and muſt be 
trampled upon. Ic cannot bur be very unacceptable, ro plead no Alre- 
ration for fear of Perjury ; but truly 1 underſtand not how every Altera- 
tion can be accounted Petjury , in reference.to any Article in the Teſt , 
for thar part of it which ſtrikes molt direAly againſt any Alteration , is 
meerly Affertory not promiſſary , neither. does ir. peremptorly aflerc 
that there ſhould be no Alteration , bur only that there is no Obligation 
by the Covenants to-endeavour it, and it can hardly be . expected thar 
thoſe who have taken the Teft , will be determined by any ſenſe of the 
Obligation of the Covenants to endeavour -an Alteration, nor is ic 

' neceſſary, ſeeing Scriprure, Reaſon and Policy, do all of them together 
loudly and evidently call for it in this preſent JunEture, which isa three. 
fold Cord, more ſtrongly binding then the Teſt can prerend ro be, at 
leaſt in this point ; So thar you ſec how litcle weight is in'your Argu- 
. ment from the Te , and what ir amounts to when duely pondered, I 
norhing doubt bur the Gentry and Burgeſfles will laugh at you, tor pro- 
poſing that for determining their Conlctences , which alt know was 
mainly impoſed for debauching their Con{ciences. I 
'Your 3. Reaſon contains ſeveral chings in ir, buddled or as if ye 

_. , ould compenſe weight by number, wherein ye ſeem rather to defign 
<rhe inſnaring the Presbyterians to declare their Sentiments unſcaſonably, 
abour ſome difficult points, then ro prove-any thing againſt them ; Bur 


they are neither ſtated in ſuch difficult Circumſtances, nor ſo void of 
| - 2 - prudence, 
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prudence , but that they can _— both confidenlty and 'cautfoufly 
to their great Advantage, ,by removing the prejudiccs of many againfl © 
Presbjary, becauſe of the inconveniencies they. apprehend 'muſt-attend it. : 

. The fiſt thing yealledge is, Thar [7 if presbytry be voted, then returns pon 
yox tbe Solemn League and Covenant,as is not only evident fromtheir Gen: Aſſ: &c.]- 
Sir, ye ſo manitcſtly betray your ignorance of the difference berwix: the - 
National Govenant and Solemn League , that thoſe who are better acquaint 
with the Principies and Hiſtory of pres byery in Scotland, will account you 
an Ignorance Scribler againſt things ye underſtand not; As tor the ſolen;- * 
League, | know not what ye undciſtand by [| tbe Natural Exigence of #r.JÞu! 
{ure presbyterian Government: might have conticued in Scotland a thouland 
years without any ſuch League , if England had not givenan Occafior 
of it: And ir is1o far from being the only conceivable f| foundation fot 
its parity ] that it is but a late thing, which was not ſo'much asthoughr- 
upon eithcrart the firſt planting of Presbyterian Government in Seotland'; af-"- 
ter the Reformation, nor for {cveral years after it was re-eſtabliſhed+ a- 

ain , fo thar it is the National Covenant which ye would be at; Andas 
= the other, | ſhall ſhew you what presbyeerians can ſay , for preventing 
your Fears , - when come to your Jait Reaſon, to which it properly be 
Ipngs. Its true, the Nationel Covenant is almoſt tas Ancicnt, as the Legal 
Eftabliſhment of the Keformed Religion, and prezbyterian Government in Scos-' 
land, it being about an hundred years {ince it was taken by all in the 
Nation, at the appointment of k ing James the fixth : And as it wasthen 
conceived , cannot be excepted againtt in any point by any ſound Pro- 


.geftant; being an:Obligacian againſt poperie, and all irs corruptions ir* Do: 


Arine, Worſhip-and Government., o' that it ye wilFhave'it-even then 
to be the foundation of paritie, 'ye dg exceedingly wrong out Cauſe, and 
do jn cflc& juſtifie the Explication annexed to it, thereafrer ſhewing E- 
piſcopacie be included in rhe popiſh Hierarchie abjured therein, which pres. 
byterians will tell you was not: only approven -in parliament Jg, but alſo 
ſolemnly Ratified by King Charles the Firſt , his own hand*writing, 
whcn ne was petſonally preſent in Parliament 41.And they will ask you, 
how it comes to paſs, that ye who was.ju{t now fo teartul of perjury, -ift 
reference to the Teſt 2 Should he be ſo fearful for the remembrance of a 
poor Otligation upon the Chyrch. and: Nation; For as to any other Re- 
turn of it uponus, presbyterians will not impoſe itagain without the appoint- + 
ment of King and parliament , andthe general conſent of all-Ranksin 
the-Nation,: for they have.ſeen the-diladvantage we have been :ar +,- in - 
pſig CN Epiſcopal Government, without pains taken to pre- 
parcthe Nation for it ; And have Jearn:d to be cautious by our preci- 

C 3 . pitancy 
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pitancy::Nor. do [. the preſent proceedings of the prerbyterian preachers Jaiveany 
ground toexpect wk the Covenant, albcirthey aggredlge che- 
guilrof Complyance with. prelacy from the obligation ofthe Covenant, - 
astothele who-own it ascontemning anthing,buc what they are|Antecc. 
dently obliged untoby the Word of GOD. And this Antecedent obli- 
gation to every thing in the National Covenznt,is.lo common: 8 confirm- 
ed an Opinion among all Presbzterians. that they will defy you to ſhew 
any one of theſc[[manifold impieties in that OzthJmbich ye ſpeak of in Gene-- 
ral. . And ingenuouſly, except its Abjuration of prel.cv, Iknow nuthing 
in it, thatany Epiſcopel will condemn who hath read it; and as for that 
point, ifever ic be orJered to be renewed, by appointment of King 
and Parliament, I know none- of the moſt conſiderable in the Nation, 
who ( (ecing tuch underſtand both their Daty and Intereſt ) will either 
fear Perjury by-taking of ir, or chooſe Mifery by: refuſing it. And I 
hope the retuſing it ſkall never be judged a ſufficient crime, to provoke 
the Government tro reduce any ranks of Perſons, far leſs the moſt con- 
ſiderable inthe Nation to miſcry, And I find the Presbyterians to be Ge- 
nerally of ſuch a cautious Temper, and m:derate Diſpoſttion,eſpecially 
the leadiag. Men' among(t:them, that I nothing doubr, bus they will 
carcfully avoid all ſach pradtices, as they find do give any ground of 
prejudices. againſt cheir - Predecceffors, whom they do not deny to have 
beca overſwaycd in ſomethings to. an Extreme by the Biaſs, and Tor- 
rent of the timethey lived tin. | 

Next youjalledge, {{ That if the Covenant retwrn, no- man ean have publick 
place; either in Church or State, but ſuch as ſhall do Penance for taking the Teſt J* 
what Lex Reaſoning is this that 14 Presbyery' be Voted the Covenant re- 
turns, as if there could nor bea Voting for Prezbyrry withour voting alſo 
for ren ewing the Covenant , and if the Covenant rerurn ; no man can have - 
publick Place without Pennance tor the Teſt : As it there were no other 
way of removing the.Scandal of a General and National Guilt, bur'by par- 
ticular Satisfation- tram cvery+ Perſon gailty. I have heard fome of 
the Sober and Learned amongſt: rhem ſay, thar the Generaliry of guilt- 
renders a partic:lar Satisfaftion , neirher Seaſonable nor Prafticable- 
Neceſlary nor Suitable, and that Cordial Joining in publick Humilia- 
tion, anda Zzalous owning of their Intereſt will remoye the Scandal: 
and Satishe chem, - TRAeel 

.You- ſay. further: that, F # greet part of the Laity of the-Nation muſt be- 
reduced t0 ſed Straitr, both in. reference to Conſcience and: Intereſt Þ 1 know 
none need to fearthar, but rheſe-who undergoes Epiſcopal Governmem, have 
been habicuated co fuch an Liccatious pedphanky”. at the- reſtraining. 


thens 


 neſsof this Argument is ſo obyious, that ] think I may ſpare my pains 
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them-within the juft bounds of ſobriety, may prove berd and wneafie to their 


Lax Conſciences, which is no great Inconvenicncie, or theſe who haye had 
all cheir liyeſy-hood by their dependance on theEpilcopal Government 
and haye been —— advanced towglaces of Benefit, Truſt or Ser- 
vice, whole particular Diſadvantage by their loſing their place , isthe 
publick Aqvantage of the Nation. 

And finally you inferr, { That the Regular Clergy will be turned ot, 
which will reduce the Church to ſuch amazing bardſhips , that the Goſpel ſhall 
not be preached in three parts of the Kingdom , there not being an hundred qua- 
lified Presbyterians in Scotland. 7 Sir, Tt ſhould be your deſire and: mine 
both, that all the Inſufficient, Scandalous and Erroneous among the 
Clergy were turned out ; and their places were Vacant, till able Men 
were provided ; rather then filled with ſuch men ( who dofar more 
obſtrutt then promove the Edification of the Church _) without the 
hopevf being better ſupplied. And alace! Pm affraid that rwo parts of three 
o: our Cleryy,may be too jultly reduced to one or other of theſe rhree 
Claſſes ; So that by my beit Information, the Presbyterian partie, it ye 
join their Miniſters, Preachers, and young Men, Ready for the Mini- 
firy together: With tuch alſo, as have diverted themſelves to other 
Imployments, becauſe of the Diſcouragemeats of the Times, and are 
willing and ready toſerye the Church, if there were incouragement for 
the Miniſtry, they have moe qualified men amongſt them ; chen there 
are Sufficient, Sober, and Orthodox Men amongſt our Clergy , fo 
that they could within leſs chen a. year, furniſh the one halt of the 
Congregations 12 Scotland, And when from about an hundred and 
ſome more , they- have in a year and an halfs ſpace accreaſced and 
amounted to fo many, without the help of Univerluics ; We may eaſt- 
ly calculate, how ſhort'a cime will increaſe them to the compleat Num- 
ber. ButTI am-hopeful that they will admit any Learned , Sober and 
Orthodox perſon amongſt us upon very cafie terms ; our acknowledge- 
ing Presbyterian Government to be lawful, our guilt of Separation from 
them. and of raking the Teſt; And I know none of us thac will chooſe 
rather to be curned out. . by refuſing then kept in their placesupon ace 
cepting {uch fayourable Terms. | | 
' Your 4. Reaſon is, [. That if Presbytery, be not thus eſtabliſhed in its integris 
iy, but all that Alteration tzrn to a Non-Epiſcopacy,and tbe preſent Prezbyters con- | 
tine in their Offices Then our deplorable Schiſms and Divifions ſhall continue 
withous a: Remedy, or elſe the Magiftrate will take upon him . the : Government of 
the Church, and we ſhell bave downright Eraſtianiſm- ] Sir, The fooliſh- 
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in ſhewing it unto you. One would think itylie voice of a Pre:byterien , 
proving the neceſſi:y of an entire Alterationy rather 'than of an-Epiſcopel 
pleading no Alteration at all ;* Presbyterians Will grant all you lay , and 
turn the mouth of this Cannot direly againlt your f(clf, by Argaing 
thus, If Epifcopacy be containe.l, then our deplotable Schiſms and Duviſt- 
ens ſhall be Remedileſs, alſo we ſhall till have downright Eraftianiſm , 
and how can ye evaile the force of this Argument of your own I ſee nat 
For it is cyident by cxpericnce, that we may diſpair of ever gaining the 
Preshyterians to a compliance with us; fſeeingthat ſo many years, vio- 
lent Peifecution bath rather alienated them trom us:, beyond all hope 
of either Reconciliation or Accommodation. And it is as undcniable, 
that there is not ſo groſs Eraftianiſm in the World , as is eſtabliſhed by 
Law, and complicated, and tuiſted with the Epifcopal Government in Scot- 
land. Yea they will further baffle. you, by reafoning with you thus, If. 
Presbjtery were eſtabliſhed in its Integrity,our deplorable Diviſion would 
caſily be healed, and we ſhould be altog:ther quite of Eraſtianiſn,and ye 
cannot ſhelter your ſelf trom this more then the former Argument, For it is 
mote then probable.that few of us would refufe ro comply with Presbytery 
when once eſtabliſhed by Law; and it is roo much ro be ſulpef&ed, that 
the preſent bitterneſs of many of our Clergy againſt Presb;terians pro- 
cceds, from their Conſciouſneſs to themſiclves of their inſufficiency, 
profanity , or Heicrodoxy, (and perhaps alſo Cruelty,.) which makes 
them deſpair of Admiſſion into the Brotherhood of the Preshyterians. 
And it is ccrtain that there are no Principles contraty to Eraſtianiſms 
more then the Presbyterian ; For they allow not any Eccleſiaſlick Power 
of Juri{diction to be lodged in any ſingle Perſon though Eccleliaſtick, 
much leſs Civil; and yet they do neither excem Church Mcn from 
their Subjcion to the Magiſtrates power as his Subj:z&s, nor the 
Church from the Magiſtrates careas her Nurſing Father. T heir Prin- 
ciples in this point arc very Rational, for though they deny Miniſters 
to be as direHly ſubjeted tothe Magiſtrate in their Ecclefiaſtick © apa- 
city as Miniſters, as in their Civil Capacity of Subjef&ts , Yer they aſcribe 
as much power to him in reference ro the Church, as any. Wiſe and 
Pijous Magiſtrate will require , they grant the Magiſtrate hath a reſtiru- 
tive power , for reparing a breken Church $4 though: nota Conſtitutive 
of conſtituting the frame of-1zs Government; and building ſuch a Fabrick 
of a Church ashe pkaſes; A- power Convocative for calling Church 
Aſemblicsro meet ,-for the Government of the Church , rhough not a 
power Cocrcive ot hindering them to mectat all z © A:pomer _— 
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of defending the true Religion, and the 1)ofrine, Worſhip , Govern- 


ment and Diſcipline of the Church , though not a power Determina- 
tive, to detet mine concerning theſe things at his pleaſure; a power Con- 
curſ1ve, to concur by his Civil San&tton wich the Determinations of the 
Church , and confirar their Obl:gation on his Subjeas , though not a 
power Coadtive, rof.rce the Church to follow his Dictates 1n things 
Feceluliaſtick ; And in a word, they grant him all Power even in Ecclc« 


_ fiaſticks tharts Cumulative cothe Churches Advantage; though they ce: 


ny him cohaveany Privative power to the Churches prejudice. Whereas 
Epiſcopacy in Scotland has no other Baſis bur groſs Eraftiariſm, (fo that 
y ou ſee how much you may te foild with your own Weapoatsz; And 
ye may cxpctt a challenge ro cxprels the ingenuity of your fears, ( of 
continued Divitions and Schiſms, and of downright Erattianiſm , ) by 
tuiting the Epiſcopal way wherein ye At the Schiſmatick , in receiding 
from the ſtanding Laws of the Church, in compliance with New Civ 
Laws, and approve Eraſftianiſm in adhering to the Teft. | 
Your ffth Reaſon is, [ That the Eftabliþment of Preghz tery will bave 
almoſt pernicious Influence on the Proteſtants Religion in this Iſland, if ever Popery 
ſet.up its bead, ec. } Sir, I confeſs it is more proper for you to ſhew the 
[nconveniencie that will follow, if Presbyzry be eltabliſhcd, then it nor. 
Yer, Fiuſpe& you be as unhappy .in this as in the former Argumenr. 
The greateſt Advantage thar | find in your Reaſons, is that you touch 
npon ſome things concerning which, 1t is unlealonab'e and dangerous 
for Presh;t.rians fully to exprets themſelves. Bur alas! you do here bur 
rouch on thar which is the very Sore and Weakelt Side of Epiſcopacy ; for 
you cann-t be ignorant of the General Complatats of, and prejudices ar 
our Government. As not only a ſhepger and covert to Papills : Bur 
as [nſtrumencal in advancing Popiſh deligns, partly by the Ig-orance, 
Profanicy, and Arminianiſm aboundoning under it. Diſpoſing and 
preparing the Nation for Popery , and parcly by its Seyetity and cruelty 


towards diſſenting Proteftants,to the manifeſt weakning of the Proteſtant In- 


tereft, And even Envy it ſelf cannot .- but acknowledge the Presb;1 rian 
Government, hath been abundantly both -ſevere- and ſucceſsful ag 1in{t 
Popery 3 and nothing blunted and {lackned in its Zeal and Watchtuineſs 
againſt Papifts amits all irs ſeverities againſt Epsſcopals, whercas the 
Penal Laws againſt Papiits were brought to {uch a Deſuetude by us, that 
the moſt rthreatning dangers from Popzry could nor awaken us to the 
Execution of them, leaſt we ſhould have diverted from perſccuting Pres- 


byterians, by a rigorous Execution of the Laws made in our Fayours a- 


oainſt them, which did fo intircly -take up the Goyernment, that _ 
wk: Only 
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only both Profanity and Popery have bcen connived at, but encouraged 
in lo far as they were aſliſtiog to us, in oppoſing and oppreſſing_ Presbyte- 
riars ; {0 that it will never be believed *o Presbyterian Government hath 
any pernicious Influence upon the Proteſtant Religzon, but rather char ir 
hath a powcriul I: fluence for ſecuring it againſt Popery far mote vigorous 
and Zealous, yea, and cffeftual and {ucceſs{ul then cyer the Epiſcopal had, 
at lcalt in Scotland ;, And it is evident that the Presbyterian Intercſt,isevery 
way at preſent more diretly oppoſite to the Popiſh Intereſt? then rhe Epiſ- 
copal is, which I am aftraid ſhall yer further appear by the carriage and 
condutt of our party inthe Convention, &that lo manifeſtly asro highten 
the Nations prejudices againſt Epiſcopacy more then cver, and make all 
{ober Proteſtants conclude, that we muſt of neceflity have either Presbys 
zry or Potery, and truly I cannot otherwiſe Judge of it, then as an Inta- 
tuation, preſaging the ruine of oar Intereſt, it the Biſhops and the No- 
bility, Gentry and Burgeſſes of our Perſwaſion ſhall join flue with a 
Popiſh party againſt the Prince of Orange his Intereſt : which is ſo inſepa- 


\ rably Interwoven with the Reformed Intereſt in Exrope,and eſpecially in 


Britain : That by adhering to the Intereſt of King James the 7th. in op- 
polttion ro his, they will unavoidably either give provocation to the 
Prince of Orange to abrogate Epiſcopacy in Scotlend; in order to the adyan- 
cing and eſtabliſhing the Reformed Religion, or elſe give occaſion or ad- 
vantage to King Fames the 7th. to Redintegrate his Popiſh deſigns with 
more violence and ſucceſs than ever before, to the ruine of all profeſt 
Proteſtants, and eſpecially of us Epiſcopals,becaulſe we have the Laws up- 


on our fide , without any more regard to their Zeal and Attivity for 


him in his Extre-mitics , then the King of France had for the Proteſtants, 
who kept the Crown on _— or Queen Mary of Eng!and, to the 
Counties of Sxffolk and NorthF6lk who adyanced her to tlie Crown; or 


\ (ro come home j then King Charl:s the 2d. had to the Presbyterians, 


who in his greateſt excreamities brought him home to Scorland, and ſpent 
their blood for him at Worceſter. And its certain that our refuſing to fol- 
low Englands Example of Gratitude to the Prince of Orange,will neccfſitate 
this Church and Kingdom ; ro ſtand upon a bottom more different 
from: Yea,oppoſite unto thatof England fthan if prerhytry were Eftabliſh- 
£d, and will oblige us ro ſecure our ſelyes from Popery, by methods 
as different from the wife ConduR of the Engliſh : As the binding of 
Samſon with Cords,was from the ſraving the Locks of his Head: or to come 
nearcr, astherc was betwixt Englands and Scotlands carriage towards the 
Puke of Terk; and at the beſt will be very hard for Scotland, ſo that your - © 
fcars [_ /e-/t the oftabliſhment of presbytry neceſſitate the Churches of —_—_ be 
| | ang 
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.und Fygland 10 fland upgn different Coftomes which will be hard for Scotland 
are bur feigned arid groundleſs, neither favouring of 'a politick, Wir, 
not an Jngenuous Spirit: For Church Goyernment is Extrinlick to 
'the Foundation of the Reformed Religion, and Proteſtants were at a 
lots, it their Arguments againſt Popery were principally founded upan 
this Topick, or could nut be deduced from anyOther: Presbyterians 
will tc]| yon, That culy the Scriptures are the Foundation of the Reformed Re. 
 ligjon ., and the common bottom on which all the Reformed Churches are found:d, 
" But allo, that the greater part of the Epiſcopal Champiens and Clergy ac- 
knowledge Epiſcopacy to have noother Warrand, than an Eccleſiaftich con- 
ftitmtion, which is a foundation common to all the popiſh corruptions ; And 
whetcas ye repeat, T hat [' presbytrie will divide Scotland from England, which 
will open @ door tothe re-entry of popery; ] Are they notunited in one com- 
mon Proteftant imereft ? Except 1n to far as the Clergy of England are genc- 
rally Arminiens, —— few Learned Men , whichlI confeſs will 
oblidge them to juſtifie themſelves by different Arguments , not onl 
from Scotiſh presbyterians , bur all the other Reformed Churches , whic 
will be harder for England than Scotland. But that presbytrie will open a 
_ door to the re-entry of popery, will never be believed, ſeing presbyterians at 
firſt ejected ir out of Scotland, And all their time ſecured the Nation from 
It ( morethan ever ſince) without the Aſſiſtance of England , which it 
evcr Seotiſh presbyterians ſhall need, they may expe it much more from 
the Þ: of Orange,when he ſhal be their King, as well as Englands. Then even 
when Queen Ekzabeth found her ſelf oblidged to give it, by the Tye of 
the common intereſt of Religion, without any Relation to them as her Suþ- 
jea;.And as for your Tautolegick repetition again (that presbytry cannot but alie- 
nate the Aﬀections of the Church of England from us, which conſidering our weak- 
weſ7, will expoſe us as a prey to the common Enemy) it is altogether vain and 
fooliſh; For the Church of Ezgland can never be more alcniated in their 
AﬀcCions to presbyteriens, than at this preſent towards our Byhops, and as 
their joyning iſſue with papiſts againſt the prinee of Orange,bath exceedingly - 
diſcommended them to it ; ſothe presbyierians joyning iſſue with him, by 
their Zeal againſt Popery , will as much commend them to it. And how 
ever, ye may beafſured, that the intereſt of England will oblidge them to 
 affiſt Scotland in calc of Danger from popery , more cffeQtually than their 
difference from Scotland in point of Church Government, can alicnate them, 
forye know the Maxim; 
Twne tus res agitur paries cum proximus ardet. _ 
But many are of Opinion that if Epiſcopacy be continued , it will per- 
peruate ſuch irreconcilable, ITIN ons and Animolities wy _ 
ns, 
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land, as will weaken and expoſe us a prey to Popery', more then any 
Affiſtance from England can 1trengthen and ſecure us from ir, whereas 
'the eſtabliſhment of Preshyzery,. would bring us to ſuch an intire ayd 
firm Union, that Scotl-nd could ſecure ir {elf trotn all danger of Popery, 
_ without any Aſſiſtance from England, Yea , and put us 11 Capacity to 
Afſiſt England in cate of danger from Popiſh Attempts; which that Church 
and Kingdom, by the policy of ſome other layd may too readily be 
brought mto , which 1 wiſh heartily GOD may preyeat : So'that ye | 
ſee how far ye are out in this Reaſon. ' is ! 

Your 6th. Reaſon is fo weak, that you need no more then ſure Infor- 
mation from England , and impartial conſideration how the ingers ſt of 
the Prince and Princeſs of Orange is (tated to abate your Confidence 1n it. 
You ſay , [ That jo be for presbytery, in this Future will exceedingly. diſoblige 
e>. Princeſs of Orang , whoſe principles are known to all Europe in this matter 
Sir, ye are greatly miſtaken , for I have ſeen a Leter from a' perſon 
who knows her ſentiments; ſhewing that ſhe is nor only willing to give 
Diſſentersall ſatisfaCtion ,, and if Epiſcopacy be continued ip_ England to 
her- mind , that the Prince be grarihe by the Revival of Pres! yirie.1n 
Scotland, Baur allo, that ſhe hath. a particular Reſentment of the ſeveri- 
tics and cruelties exetciſed towards the Presbyterians in Scotland , and. has 
frequently declared, that ſeing Presbytrie commenced with the Reformation of 
this Kingdom, has been ſolemnly ſworn to, and eftabliſhed by the National Aſſemblies 
of the Charch, and the Sanftion of the Civil Laws , She judgeth 'ir neither E- 
quitable nor convenient that any other Goyernment ſhould be prefled 
on that People. And we necd not doubt, bur as the Calamities of 
Presby tcrians hath begot a compaſſion in her heart towards them ,. So the 
Biſhops Loyal Addreſs ro the King, hath much cooled her Aﬀecion for 
us , and wiſh their after Carriage do not heighten her prejudice a- 
gainft them. And how ever, ſhe is certainly a Princeſs of that Wil- 
dom, and Zzal for the Reformed Religion, that nothing will: diſpleaſe or 
diſoblidge her , that is moſt neceſary and convenient for the Advance- 
ment and Eſtabliſhmeur of the Proteſtant Intereſt! in Scotland , for which 
Presbyterians can too.cafily ſhew the Re eſtabliſhment of Presbytrie to be 
the moſt prapet and cffeftual Method, which one of them hath: done 
already, by lome Reaſons which I have ſeen, why in this Jurfture E- 
piſcopa:y ſhould be at rogated and Presbytrie Re-cſtabliſhed. Moreover, 
ſhe is a Princeſs of ſuch moderate Inclinations , that nothing can more 
diſoblidpe her, then the perſecution of Proteſtants by Proteftents; And ſhe 
is not fo ignorant of our Aﬀatrs, but that ſhe knows that unleſs the Epi/- 
copel Clergy can alwayes paticnily induxe a general contempt ; or be - 

Cure 
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cured from ever having any influence onthe Governthent. Epiſcapacy , 
and pcrfecution in Scotland are infeparable. And tor the Prince, I kngw 
not what Ground ye have for your confidence; to fay, That [. to be for 
Presbytry will diſoblidge him alſo, who bas no inclination for the Rea'teration of 
#be Goveriment of the Church as be has now aboundantly declared] You feem to 
be & om Ker ot Policy, and good Intelligence : For as it is known. 
to all the er{d that he is Presbyterian; fo bis Declaration for Scotland, - 
hath infirmated his inclinatious ro favour Prezbyterians, as clearly as was: 
convenient for the Time. And though his Wiſdom and Moderation 
be {uch in expreſſing himſelf, that nothing can be certainly concluded 
from any thirg that hath dropt from him , yer it Is evident that he, will 
Jud ge the Presbyterian Party more worthy of his confidence 8 more ſ{utable 
objetts of his fayour, than the Fpiſcopal, for he will doubtleſs expe, that. 
thele will be more firmand faithtul to his Intereſi,whoſe reſpett to him is 
cliabliſhcd by their conſeientions Zeal fot rhe Reformed Religion againſt popery, 
and who ſhall be chicfly oblidged to him; for reſtoring their Former 
Priviledges ; then thele who are Afted Generally by their Intereſts, and 
have been.ſo deeply engaged in Intereſts oppoſite ro his ,_ and who mult 
be in ſome meaſure difoblidged of _— by Moderating and Bal- 
lancing their Exorbitant power , and reicinding the «cruel Laws. made” 
in their Favours. And Iam afraid that the Presbyterians will be-more 
Agive and Zcalonws.in advancing him to the Crown of Scotlan4;then theſe 
of our periwaſton, and thereby oblige him to favour them as his beit and 
{ureſt Friends; & albeir that thepreyogatives which we annex to the Crown 
be a' grear Temation to one thar defigtis Arbitrary Governm:nt, yet it a-. 
vail little, with a Prince of (uch a Wife and Moderate Temper. who has 
ſeen his Predeceſfors either endangered or ruine.), by their Attempting 
and Exerciting ir, and who knows that Kings Soveraignty, and a Peo- 
ples Liberties, are moſt firmly ſecured, when moſt c vally eſtabliſhed 
as (notwithftanding of the prejudices of ſome againſt Presbytry, as in- 
conſiltent with Monarchy ) 1 conte(s they have been iri the peaceabl= 
times of the: Presbjtcrian Government, when King Famer the 6th an his 
Son King <harles 1. wer2 perſonaliy preſent intheir Parliaments,& had 
prearer advantagcs for underſtanding their cwn, and their Peopics In- 
tereſt, then'can be had ata diſtance, and only by Informarion from ' 
ſubrilc ſelt-ſeeking Courtiers. So that you les how far ye are decieyed. 
io your cxpctarions from the Prince and Princeſs of O-ange, who will 
donbrieſs: Endeavour to Redreſs the Grievances in Church and Gate, 
which. ye cannot conceive poſhble withouut ſome Alteration, and that 
greatcr then-ye {een to apprehend, | | 
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Your ſeventh Reaſon is, a Reference of ſeveral things to the confides 


ration of all thinking men, as ſukient to determine them ro an aver- : 


ſiof1 at Presbytry, wherein ye go (o far beyond the bounds of Sobriery, 


and pive fo great fuſpicion of Calumny, thar Presbyterians will repretent- 
yau asa Machiavilan, throwing much dirt upon them only of deſign that 


ſome of it may ſtick, [7 let all thinking men refleft ( ſay ye) von the natural 
temper of pre#bytry and veiw it in its Tyranical Pragm tick meddling and Dommeer- 


ing eff.tis, which =P good men yet living of all qualities he ſeverely felt ] vir, 


I know not well what ye mean by [' natural temver more then by your natw. 
ral Reception and Exigence ] bur Presbuterians will refer their pr inci ples co 
the conſti{-ration of all Impartial Mn, whither they be no more agree- 
able to Divine Inſticurion in the Scripture, .then Epiſcopacy though they 
be not ſoagrecable to the Natural Tempers of Men;. which they grant 
to be no better in presbyterians, then in others, yea to have been ſo very 
Epiſcopal in ſome of them , asto carry themr praftices , Diſfonant to 
their principles,and upon that account more hateful then worſe praQtices 
of Biſhops, becauſe ſutrable,or ar leaſt unſutable to their principles ; for 
that which would be accounted Gravity, Dexterity, Afively and Zeal, 
ina Biſbop, is accompted Tyrannical, Pragmarical meddling and Do- 
mineering in a Preshyter. But theſe are not the proper and native Effte&s 
ot Presbytry,rather imitationsof Epiſcopacie (proceeding from Mens'natu- 
ral Infirmitives, and the peculiar circumſtances,and torrent of the: times 
they have lived in ) contrary to their principles. So that in effet all thar 
is quarrelled ia Presbyterians is the Epiſcops! pratice in ſome of them uns 


der a Pregbyterian profeſſion, which cannot be juſtly charged on the whole: 


party; and for leſs on their principles, which have a quite contrary ten. 


dancy , And ny by Prerbytyy will be judged by few to have ſuch . 


a tendency to T yrranny over the Church, & Pragmatick meddling with 


the Stare, as Epiſcopacy ( as its conſtitute in Seotland) hath z And they 


will deſire all Judicitousmen.to-confider whether Idleneſs, Ambition and 


Avarice in the Clergy ; -Ignorance, Worldly mindedneſs and Profanity 
among Pcople : Be not the eftefts of Epiſcopacy 3 and indeed ſo manitfeſt- ; 
ly have theſe abounded under Epiſcops! Government, that the moſt part. 


will decide the queſtion in their Favours againſt us. Bur Feannot won+ 
der enough,what could moveyou to think [mech more deliberately to write 
of the Hypocrifie,, immortality and Antirbriftian genus of the Presbyterian party | 
- ſeeing theſe things may nor only be manal with (great Advantage, bur 


cannct juſtly and ingenuofly be charged on the Generality of presbvteri- 


ans ; You oo aſſure your ſelf this will tempt them to draw upa Black 
Lybel againſt the Biſhops and Generality of our Clergy, asalas they have 
| pee | £00 
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too large graund: for,reeent in the rewembrence of the Nation z and they will 
thiok it enough totell you calmly and ſoberly, rhar if perſons unfura* 
bleneſs to their profeſhon be Hypocrilie, if the groſlcſt of ſcandals and o- ' 

en profanity be 1mmoralitic : And finally, if violent perſecution be the 

fic& and Evidence of an Amichriſtian genizes ; All theſe things are more 
applicable to Epiſcopals then presbyteriens ;, So that all theſe RefleQtions di- 
rected againſt them , will rebound on our ſelves; And I am afraid they 


_ will ſtick taſter crous then to them , becauſe they not only agree tothe 


eneral Sentiments of all Ranks of people, but their Obſervations and 
perience of them is Jace arid recent , W ercas the moſt part of old 
Malignants, who were formerly carried away with prejudices againſt 
presbytry under the pretences of Loyalty, have turned Fanaticks ſince , 
and as perions convinced of their miſtakes, both of rhe presbytcrian cauſe 
& Intereſt which they oppoſed,and the Epiſcopsl which they owned, have 
thought it their duty ſo t0.do , though to rhe expoſing themfelves co. 
the Reproaches and other Perſecutions of the Epiſcopal party , i -rheir 
greateſt power. And it is indeed very obſeryable, that thoſe who inter: 
tain prejudices againſt the prerbyterian Government : atc-cicher Young Men 
who never ſaw it in 1s integrity , and living under a Government con- ' 
trary to it, have nor heard any other account of it ; then of the failings / 
and exorbitancies of ſome of that Profeſſion , which are not the native 
produdt of their Principles, bur ſuch cxcefles as the Biafs of the Age and 
Circumſtances they lived in drove them into ,, or ae old Turncoats 
and violent Perlecutors , whoto juſtifie their change oftheir Profeſſion 
and their Perſecution of theſe whaadhere to it, make it their work to 
fix an Odium on Presbytery , and by their frequent inpudence in repro- 
aching ir have at laſt deluded rhemſelyes into. an obſtinate belict of their 
own invented Calumnies. | 
Your laſtReafon is , (That if the Church of England contiaue as it it , as 


undoubtedly it will, and Scotland he reduced to þ pte<r 4 » #h:a conſidering the 


boundleſs and reftleſs ſpir of presbytery , Scotland will impofe.ſicut ante an Vni- © 
farmity on England in Doftrine and Diſcipline , which will commence 4 new Civil 
War, the thoughts of which cennot but breed horror in all reaſonable Men. + Sir, - 
The only Foundation of thele your Apprehenſions is the Sotemn League 


' tho you mention it not, which altho-ic be a touchy point, yet presbyters- 


25 can abundantly.vindicate the ſame , fo as to prevent the fears of all ' 
Judifious Men,, whom. they will defire to conſider rhar'ir oblizes the - 
members of the Church of Seatland , to no other thing in reference to Fng- 
latd, then what is Antecedently their duty c—— it, andall other” 


Reformed Churches by virtue of the Sympathy and Communion, thar 
| — | eycry 
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every part of the CathilickVifible Chureb ongires have with any other 

* of itz Thatirs —_ to be meaſured by the general rules of Judges 
ment, Truth and Righteouſneſs; thar it is chiefly obligding to oppoſe 
Popery, and to endeavour the peace and happineſs of both Nations; 
and finally that it oblig:th no Manto any thing , bur what is proper to 
him in hisſtation , and therefore all your fears of a Civil Fir betwixt 

* Exglandand Scotland from this ground , are bur M*lancholick Apprehen- 
fions, if ſobe that the Prince of wy. ſhll be Sing of Britain, and ſo 
long as he and the Engliſh Parliament think it inexp:dicnt to ſeek, and 
he and the Scots Parliement think it incxpedient to give aſliſtance tor the 
alteration of the Engliſh Church Government from Epiſcopacy to Presbytry, 
Bur many fear upon more ſolid Grounds that the houſe of Commons 
in England clip your Biſhops wings by degrees, as either to rid the Na-- 
tion of them at length withour the aſfiſtance of Scotland, orelic bring 
them to ſuch a rollerable Mediocrity, as will render them more accep- 
table to all the Exgliſh Nation, then a Civil Far can be ſuppoſed will be 
to any Engliſh Presbyterians, whoare ſo ballanced berwixtche oppoſirt- 
on of theſe ofthe Epiſcopal perſwaſion in the one hand, and of the In- 
dependent, on the other ; that there isno party in England, cxgner more 
moderate or Cautions when they are. wh-07 W2 

Thus you ſes how weak a Defence of our cauſe theſe your Reaſons 
now appcar to be, after they are confidered,tho with more calmneſs and 
tenderneſs raen you can expe from a Presbyterian , whole anſwer to 
thera to your diſgrace and our diſadvantage, F wiſh may bepreyentcd 
by this Friendly freedom of mine with you, and I would*adviſe you ro 
wair 2 lictle longer till there be ſome better produRt of the Labours of 
your Brethren who are ſtudying this Controyerſic, harder then ever in 
orderto a learned and elaborate Vindication of Epiſcopacy ; and Re- 
futarion of Pregbytry,to which it this paper can any way be ſubſervicnr, 
I allow youtocommunicate ir to your Brethren, that they may be the 
more ſobcr.8 cautious in mannaging the controverſie,bur Tptay you ler ' 
ir nor come tothe ſight of any 'Presbyterian, leaſt they print it to the, 
publick Afront of our cauſe, and I dilwade you as your Friend from 
the Reſolution that I hear you are upon of printing your Reaſons, what- 
eycremendations-you make in them, for ic is an old Maxime inc 
non mouendum, and the Pregbyterians modeſt filence, amidft rhe prefene./ 
Adyantages they have, will be more commended then any ring we' 
cart wrig, for our yindication in the dangerous circumſtances that we 
arc in at preſent. And Sir, I am hopeful chat you will nor think your. 
{c]f difpblidged by this friendly Duty, from . __ "ve: a> 
# adv LEriend and Humble Servant. - 
"8, _ = 
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